
 

 

Wildlife Journeys 
 

 
Trip Information ~ Spirit Bears  
 
Wildlife Journeys is Tim’s company name. It appears on all invoices and receipts. 

Here is a checklist of things you must complete before your trip: 
__ Fill out, sign and scan the medical form and email to Tim.  
__ Fill out, sign and scan the waiver and email to Tim. 
__ Purchase trip cancellation and medical insurance.  
__ Review trip details on Tim’s website and in this information package.  
__ Familiarize yourself with location of the Cowpuccino's coffee shop where you   
     will meet your water taxi skipper the morning of your departure to Hartley Bay 
__ Apply for eTA to travel in Canada, if necessary (see below). 
     
Note: Medical forms and waivers should be sent to us when you pay your 
deposit. If your medical information changes between this date and your trip 
departure, you are responsible for informing us. Your participation in activities 
may be restricted at your guide’s discretion if your medical conditions 
compromise your safety or the safety of others.  
 
Electronic Travel Authorization for Canada 
 
If you are not Canadian or American, or do not have a valid Canadian travel visa, 
you need Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA) to travel to Canada. Most 
applications are approved within minutes and it only costs $7.  
 
Vancouver to Prince Rupert Flights 
 
You need to arrive in Prince Rupert the day before your trip begins. For example, 
if your trip is Sept 11-15, you must arrive in Prince Rupert on Sept 10, or earlier if 
you prefer.  
 
Air Canada offers three daily flights from Vancouver to Prince Rupert during the 
week (Flight # AC8278 at 09:00, Flight #AC8230 at 12:55 and Flight #AC8280 at 
17:40). There is no midday flight on weekends.  
 
Arriving in Prince Rupert:  
 
Prince Rupert is on Kaien Island. The Prince Rupert Airport is on adjacent Digby 
Island. There is a free shuttle bus and ferry service that takes all passengers 
from the airport to a terminal beside the Prestige Prince Rupert Hotel in 
downtown Prince Rupert. If you are staying elsewhere Skeena Taxi can take you 
to your hotel (250-624-2185). 
 
 

http://www.timirvin.com/spirit-bear-tours/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta.asp
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Return flights to Vancouver: 
 
On your return water taxi trip from Hartley Bay, you will arrive in Prince Rupert 
between 15:30 to 17:00 pm. For those taking the evening flight to Vancouver 
(Flight# AC8281 at 20:15), this will give you about one hour to stretch your legs 
and get something to eat before boarding the airport shuttle at 18:00.  
 
Do remember that although our water taxi is very reliable, it can be delayed by 
bad weather. To avoid the chance of missing the 20:15 flight, it is wise to stay 
another night in Prince Rupert and take the 11:15 (Flight # AC8279) the following 
morning. This is most important for people who have international flights from 
Vancouver that would be expensive to re-book if they had to cancel. 
 
Prince Rupert Accommodations: 
While not an exhaustive list, here are a few ideas for accommodations in Prince 
Rupert: 

• The Eagle Bluff Bed & Breakfast is located right by the town docks, in the 
small “tourist district.” It is a lovely spot that serves a great breakfast 
overlooking the ocean:  

• Tall Trees Bed and Breakfast is also good, but it is a bit further away:  
• The Pioneer Guesthouse (i.e. Hostel) is the most cost-effective place to 

stay in town. Private rooms are available. 

If you'd prefer a proper hotel instead of a Bed and Breakfast, here are some 
suggestions: 
 

• The Crest Hotel  - 4 Stars 
• The Prestige Prince Rupert Hotel  - 3 stars and a continental breakfast 
• The Inn on the Harbour - 3 Stars and a continental breakfast 

These Trip Advisor reviews may help you decide which accommodations are 
best for you.   
 
Prince Rupert: 
 
You can find a few points of interest in Prince Rupert on this Google Map. Click 
on the pins for more information.  
 
If you have the time, I recommend a trip to Cowpuccino’s followed by a visit to 
the Museum of Northern BC and a stroll around the docks. If you’re eager to 
experience some temperate rainforest, then go for a hike on the Butze Rapids 
trail. It is a five km taxi trip to the trailhead, but there is also local bus service as 
described in this government brochure. The trail itself is 5 km (1.5 hours) and will 
take you through some lovely old forests, coastal wetlands and interesting forest 
bogs.   

http://eaglebluff.ca/
http://www.talltreesbedbreakfast.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/pioneerprincerupert/about/?ref=page_internal
http://www.cresthotel.bc.ca/
http://princeruperthotel.com/
http://www.innontheharbour.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Hotels-g154939-Prince_Rupert_British_Columbia-Hotels.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13PeUGgg0EXdWXgsHw6y8VElLVXg&usp=sharing
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DCO/external/!publish/RecSitesTrails/SIGN_MAKER_RESOURCES/Brouchure_Examples/Butze_Rapids_Brochure_final.pdf
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If you have more time, some guests really enjoy a trip to the North Pacific 
Cannery National Historic Site. The history of the salmon canneries on the BC 
coast is fascinating. Public transportation is available and departs from the 
Museum of Northern BC in Prince Rupert.  
 
Water Taxi to Hartley Bay: 
 
After you get settled in your hotel, please familiarize yourself with the 
location of Cowpuccino’s coffee shop on the Google map above.  You will meet 
your skipper outside the coffee shop the morning of your departure to Hartley 
Bay. The water taxi dock is walking distance (about 200 m) from the coffee shop. 
If you need assistance with your luggage, the skipper will help you.  
 
Tim will confirm the time of departure before your trip begins.  
 
The travel time between Prince Rupert and Hartley Bay is 2.5 hours in good 
weather. However, bad weather can cause delays. This, of course, is sometimes 
unavoidable and is the reality of travel to remote locations in this part of the 
world.  
 
Communications: 
 
Should friends or family need to contact you while we are in Hartley Bay, the best 
way to do so is by calling Marven’s wife, Teri Robinson, at 1-778-884-
2700.  There is cellular access in Hartley Bay itself, but service depends on your 
cell phone provider. For emergencies you will be welcome to use Tim or 
Marven’s phones.  You will have some email access during your stay in Hartley 
Bay.  
 
Hartley Bay: 
 
Lastly, please note that as Hartley Bay is a dry community, alcohol is not 
permitted. Our meals will not include alcoholic beverages. Please respect the 
community’s decision to keep their community alcohol free. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northpacificcannery.ca/
http://www.northpacificcannery.ca/
http://www.northpacificcannery.ca/visitor-info-2/getting-here/


 

 

Wildlife Journeys 
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions  ~ Spirit Bears   

Who is this experience designed for? 
 
These trips are ideal for people who are passionate about wildlife, photography, 
learning about ecology and First Nations’ culture and exploring beautiful places. 
They are best suited for people who are patient and appreciative of their 
surroundings. It is my opinion that appreciating your surroundings is not a difficult 
thing to do in the Great Bear Rainforest – there are no shortages of natural 
wonders. 

Do you guarantee we will see a spirit bear? 
 

Sadly, there is no guarantee. And, at the very least, there could be times when 
we go long stretches without seeing a white bear. Nonetheless, to date, we have 
seen at least one spirit bear on every trip we have done with Marven. In other 
words, our success rate at this point is 100%. 

What is the typical daily schedule? 
 

Our activities each day are dictated by wildlife, weather, tides and safety 
considerations. However, you can expect breakfast to be between 7-7:30 am with 
departure from the dock between 8-9 am. We will bring a bagged lunch with us 
and return to Hartley Bay between 6-8 pm. In other words, we will put in long 
days in order to maximize your chances of great wildlife encounters, since this is 
why people are making the journey. 

Does Tim guide all the trips? 
 

No. He used to, but with a toddler and a baby at home he cannot be away from 
his family for the whole season. Also, with all the interest we’ve received, we’ve 
taken this opportunity to bring additional expertise on board. 

We have assembled a team of highly experienced and sought-after guides for the 
trips Tim cannot lead himself. All our guides have more than 10 years of 
experience guiding wildlife trips all over the world, with a particular passion for 
bears and the Great Bear Rainforest. We have every confidence that you will be 
in good hands with them. 
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Our Guides: 

Lee Morgan – The next David Attenborough Lee led three spirit bear trips 
for us last year. He is an ecologist, naturalist, photographer and writer. He 
has guided wildlife tours throughout Europe, the Arctic, South America, 
and Madagascar but has a particular passion for the wildlife of the Pacific 
coast. Originally from England, he fell in love with British Columbia and 
now calls it home. 
 
Lindsay Janes – Queen of the Great Bear Rainforest Born and raised on 
the coast of British Columbia, Lindsay is a marine biologist, naturalist and 
photographer. She has guided so many trips by boat in the Great Bear 
Rainforest, some say she has worn a groove into the Pacific Ocean. She 
has a wealth of knowledge about the wildlife and cultural heritage of the 
region. 
 

This year, Lee and Lindsay will be guiding our spirit bear trips between Sept 2-10 
and from Sept 26 to Oct 10. Tim is guiding spirit bear trip from Sept 20 to Sept 26 
(Tim is also guiding wolf trips from Aug 10 – 24). 

 

Will we get to spend time with Marven? 
 
Yes. Lee, Lindsay, or Tim will be with our guests all day every day. Marven is 
with us much of the time, but he also has other responsibilities, so he comes and 
goes. Marven also has a small team of Gitga’at guides who are always around to 
assist you and keep track of the bears. 

What other wildlife will we hope to see other than spirit bears? 
 
We see black bears and humpback whales every day. Other wildlife that are 
seen commonly include salmon, American marten, American dippers, Stellar’s 
sea lions, orcas, fin whales, Dall’s porpoise, river otters, bald eagles, and 
numerous other bird species. There is also the possibility of seeing wolves. 
 
Is this a photography tour or workshop? 
 
No. People who want to come to view wildlife without taking photos are most 
welcome. However, most of our guests do like to take photos and the Great Bear 
Rainforest has endless opportunities for great photography. Although this is not 
specifically a photo workshop, all Wildlife Journeys guides are accomplished 
photographers and, will do all they can to help you get more out of your photos 
and your experience. 
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What is the food and accommodation like? 
Marven built a brand new guesthouse in 2017 with eight rooms, each with two 
double beds. The new guesthouse has a nice family atmosphere with 
comfortable rooms and shared common space for meals and socializing. 

 

 
A typical bedroom with two double beds. 

  

 
Dining area and common space. 
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Wildlife Journeys has booked the entire guesthouse for our guests during some 
weeks. At other times we will share the guesthouse with another group of people. 
In general, we describe the food in Hartley Bay as good, but not gourmet. The 
accommodation is comfortable, but not fancy. Bathrooms are shared. Depending 
on the number of guests travelling by themselves, single travellers of the same 
gender may need to share a room. 
 
The focus of this trip is to give people the best possible opportunities to observe 
and photograph spirit bears and other wildlife in the stunning setting of the Great 
Bear Rainforest. It is not designed to be a luxury holiday. 
 
How does bear viewing work? 
 
During the salmon run these bears will be eating the majority of calories they will 
consume for the entire year. It is imperative that we do not interfere with that. 
Thus, we strive to be passive observers and not disrupt their activities. Our 
guides constantly monitor the bears for signs of stress. If bears are becoming 
uncomfortable with our presence then we will give them more space or leave the 
area. If this means that we have to give up on a photo opportunity, so be it. All 
guests must respect that bears have the right of way and follow their guide’s 
instructions. 
 
The majority of bear viewing will take place in two different river valleys. One has 
covered platforms and one has no infrastructure, although sometimes we will 
erect a tarp if it is raining heavily. We will visit each site multiple times depending 
on where we expect the best wildlife viewing to be that day. 

Each group of 7 guests will have their own Wildlife Journeys guide each day. We 
strive to give each group their own viewing location on the river. However, in 
order to accommodate all groups, and to provide the best possible chances of 
seeing a spirit bear, there will be times when you should expect to share a bear 
viewing location with another group. Nonetheless, there is always space for 
everybody (and their tripods) and it all works out just fine. 

What about Waivers, Medical Forms and Travel Insurance? 
 
Waivers and medical forms should be completed and sent to us when you pay 
your deposit. It is mandatory that tour participants purchase independent trip 
cancellation insurance to protect against any unforeseen circumstance. You will 
be asked to provide proof of insurance before you are allowed to participate in 
the trip. 
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What level of fitness is required? 

Guests need a good level of fitness for these trips. During boat landings we are 
often not at a dock and you must be mobile enough to scramble off the bow of a 
boat onto uneven and slippery shorelines. You will need the ability to step up and 
over logs and walk down short, but steep, muddy slopes. In absolute terms you 
should be capable of climbing up or down the equivalent of two or three stairs at 
a time while holding a railing. We have hosted people from 10 to 80 years old, so 
age is not really an issue – it is one’s level of fitness. 

 
We don’t walk great distances (usually less than 1 km morning and again in the 
evening), and we don’t walk fast. So the distance is not really the limiting factor – 
it is how well one can handle the uneven terrain while walking for half an hour or 
45 minutes with a pack on their back. There will always be guides on hand who 
are happy to help you in any way. Please contact Tim if you have concerns, and 
we can discuss whether this trip is right for you. 
 
Do you have any pre-trip photography tips? 
 
The low light and rain can make the Great Bear Rainforest a difficult place to take 
photos. If photography is important to you, make sure you have some way to 
protect your gear from the elements and bring a camera that performs well in low 
light. On some days it is common to shoot at ISOs of 1000-3200. Other days are 
bright and light is no issue at all. 
 
Most people use lenses in the 100-500 mm range most commonly. But wider 
lenses, from 16-100 mm are also useful for close encounters & landscape shots. 

Are guests expected to tip their guides? 
 
There are no expectations around tips. However, for those who would like to 
provide a gratuity, then $10-20 per day is a good guideline. All tips will be pooled 
and split among Wildlife Journeys and Gitga’at guides (and the cook, of course). 

Can you tell me more about Hartley Bay? 
 
Hartley Bay is a very small, pretty and geographically isolated community with 
friendly generous people. However, please understand that Marven and the 
Gitga’at do not have the resources of large tourist lodges and they are not a 
finely-oiled tourist machine. 
 
There may be times when things do not run perfectly smoothly. But for those who 
enjoy being off the beaten path, Hartley Bay offers unique opportunities that 
cannot be had at tourist destinations that churn people through like clockwork. 
Hartley Bay also happens to be the best place in the world to see spirit bears. 
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Packing List ~ Spirit Bears  
 
Consider this list as a guideline for the most important items for a Great Bear 
Rainforest trip. Each of you will have other items you may wish to add to this list.  
 
Footwear: 
 

• You must have some kind of waterproof footwear. We will be getting in 
and out of boats at the water’s edge and walking through shallow streams. 
In addition, trails are often muddy and wet. 

• Knee high rubber boots are the simplest and most cost effective solution. 
This is what Tim has used for years and years. The higher the boots, the 
better.  

 
Other Footwear Options 
 

• Hiking boots alone are not a good substitute for rubber boots. If you feel 
you really need the ankle support of hiking boots, then we recommend 
getting a pair of Neos overshoes to help keep you dry.  
 
There are times when you may get wet feet with rubber boots or hiking 
boots with Neos (i.e. water over the top of your boots). If you think this will 
make you very uncomfortable and unhappy, then consider these options: 

 
• If you own, or can borrow, a pair of breathable waders and wading boots 

(or just a pair of old running shoes that you don’t mind getting wet) that 
you can walk in and wear comfortably all day, then they can be a great 
solution. As a bonus you won’t need to bring additional rain pants. These 
ones are good value 

• Dry pants with built-in waterproof socks. This is what Tim uses now and he 
loves them. They are a bit less bulky than chest waders to wear, and pack 
down smaller than waders or rubber boots. Lastly, they double as rain 
pants Here is another option. Tim just wears an old pair of low-cut hiking 
shoes, wading boots or old running shoes with them  

• Also bring second pair of comfortable footwear for around Hartley Bay. 
Shoes are better than sandals in Sept and Oct 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.overshoesneos.com/Neos_Adventurer_Overshoe.html
http://www.basspro.com/Fishing-Waders/_/S-12500003001?ddnv=FlyOSB_Wader_Fish
http://www.basspro.com/Shoes-Boots-Waders-Wading-Boots/_/N-1z0ustu?catalogId=10051&langId=-1&storeId=10151&ddkey=http%3ANavigation
http://www.basspro.com/RedHead-Finley-River-StockingFoot-Chest-Waders-for-Men/product/44596/
http://www.basspro.com/RedHead-Finley-River-StockingFoot-Chest-Waders-for-Men/product/44596/
https://www.mec.ca/en/product/5031-737/Hydrus-3L-Tempest-Pants-w-Socks
http://www.cabelas.ca/product/74355/cabelas-premium-breathable-stockingfoot-waders-with-4most-dry-plus-waist-high
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Other Clothing: 
 

• A good rain jacket and rain pants are essential. If you are not sure if your 
rain gear is waterproof, put it on in the shower for a few minutes to test it   

• A small, cheap collapsible umbrella can also provide much added comfort 
if we get stuck in a downpour while waiting for bears to appear.  Black is 
the best colour to reduce our human presence 

• Light and heavy warm layers (Note: please avoid cotton as it doesn't dry 
quickly, or keep you warm when wet. Wool layers are excellent. Fleece 
and other synthetic garments are also very good) 

• Suitable long outdoor pants (e.g. tough quick-dry nylon pants are best). 
Avoid cotton pants and jeans.    

• Long-underwear layers (top and bottom). Merino wool or synthetic 
materials recommended.  

• One hat for sun and one for cold 
• Warm sweater 
• Warm jacket 
• Gloves or mittens 
• Swim suit 

 
Personal items: 
 

• Sunglasses 
• Spare eyeglasses and contact lenses 
• Personal toiletries  
• Personal medications labeled clearly. Consider bringing Gravol if you are 

susceptible to seasickness, as we will spend time in boats  
• Sun block 
• A book for pleasure reading, or a notebook for sketching or taking notes 
• A backpack to carry camera gear and personal items into the field 
• Small water bottle 
• Binoculars 
• A small amount of bug spray (form fitting gloves to keep bugs off your 

hands while still allowing you to operate your camera can be handy)  
• If you think you’d like the security of a walking stick, you can bring a 

collapsible model or we can find you one in the forest 
• A small leak-proof thermos mug if you want to bring a hot cup of tea or 

coffee with you for the day 
 
Camera gear: 
 

• Cameras that perform well in low light are best  
• Lenses between 200-500 mm will certainly cover you for wildlife photos, 

but don’t forget to bring wider lenses for landscapes and closer wildlife 
encounters. 
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Camera gear continued… 
 
• Be sure to bring memory cards and batteries and your battery chargers.  
• For our international guests, don’t forget to bring a 120 Volt converter for 

your electronic devices and plug adaptors for North American sockets. 
• Be sure to have a way to carry your camera gear and keep it dry (e.g. a 

waterproof or water-resistant camera bag or a good waterproof pack 
cover). Backpacks are preferable to Pelican cases because they are 
easier to carry over rough trails 

• Consider bringing extra lens cloths in individual zip-loc bags so you always 
have a dry cloth to clean any water droplets from your lenses  

• We often bring a small towel to wipe water off our camera and lens bodies 
• You may want to consider getting a $9 silica pack to put in your camera 

bag to absorb moisture 
• A plastic or nylon lens cover can be an essential piece of gear when it is 

raining but there is lots of wildlife action 
 

Lastly, and most importantly, please bring your enthusiasm and appreciation for 
wildlife, natural beauty and First Nations’ culture. As with any wildlife trip, it is 
always an asset to bring along a good dose of patience and an ability to 
appreciate your surroundings.  
 

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/242571-REG/Pelican_1500_500_000_Silica_Gel.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Rain-Capes-Covers-Slickers/ci/3313/N/4075788778

