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COASTAL WOLF EXPEDITIONS 2025 
 
2025 PRICES PER PERSON (Canadian dollars) 
These prices are only $150 over our 2024 prices. With the Canadian dollar at a 20-year 
low, it is a good deal for folks from outside of Canada. 
  
6-DAY EXPEDITION: $6,699 + 5% tax + $100 First Nation Fee (Approx. $4,850 USD) 
7-DAY EXPEDITION: $7,650 + 5% tax + $100 First Nation Fee (Approx. $5,525 USD) 
 
Prices include: 

• All boat transportation from Prince Rupert to our camp, return. 
• Food and accommodation, and all guiding 

Prices do not include: 

• Flights to Prince Rupert. Food and Accommodations in Prince Rupert 
 
BACKGROUND 
  
Coastal wolves are fascinating animals and we’ve had some incredible encounters on 
these expeditions. It is not easy to find and photograph wolves, and there are no 
guarantees of success, but by camping out in wolf territory, using our local knowledge of 
a particular pack and adapting to their schedule, we have stacked the odds in our 
favour.  
  
We have had a very good success rate on these expeditions thus far, resulting in the 
best wolf encounters Tim has had in 20 years of guiding in the Rainforest. We have 
seen wolves on all 15 of the expeditions we have done thus far.  
 
However, on four of those trips we had few opportunities for close-up photographs of 
wolves, and the images we got were mostly of the “Animalscape” variety. Still very nice, 
but not what we had hoped for. On those trips wolf encounters were fleeting – and 
sometimes days apart.  
 
Fortunately, most of our trips were far more successful than the ones described in the 
paragraph above, with multiple encounters with multiple wolves. On many trips all our 
guests went home with some truly wonderful – and often extraordinary – photos, 
surpassing our own expectations by far. On numerous trips we have had the opportunity 
to watch and photograph an entire pack and have had intimate encounters with adults 
and even pups, which is truly amazing.  
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Background continued… 
 
We feel great about our track record with these elusive animals, with the vast majority of 
our trips being very successful. But guests must understand that with wolves a lot of 
patience can be required and there is always a chance we will not see any wolves at all.  
 
If you join one of these trips, you must be willing to embrace that uncertainty. That said, 
we are the only guiding company in the Great Bear Rainforest with a successful track 
record for coastal wolf expeditions, and the image galleries on our website speak to 
what is possible.  
 
Guests must be willing to sit and wait for long stretches of time and simply enjoy the 
peace of the surroundings while waiting for wolves. If you are a fidgety and impatient 
person, or if you would be inclined to bring a tablet to watch movies while waiting for 
wolves - these trips are not for you. These expeditions are an opportunity to unplug from 
the world and immerse yourself in the wild. Trust us – it’s good for you.  
 
Understand that if we get really unlucky, multiple days could go by with no wolf 
sightings. Are we trying to scare you? Yes, a little. We want you to understand that to 
succeed with coastal wolves takes work and patience. But, we also want you to know 
that truly amazing things are possible on these expeditions. If coastal wolves of the 
Great Bear Rainforest are on your bucket list, we can honestly say we are your best bet.  
 
 
2025 Expedition dates: 
 
Aug 8-14 (7-Days) 
Aug 17-24 (7-Days)* 
Aug 24-29 (6-Days)** 
 

*Isn’t the 17-24 eight days? Yes, but arrival time in camp is tide-dependent and 
we will not arrive until evening on the 17th leaving us with little opportunity for wolf 
viewing. So, the real first day of the trip is the 18th. 
 
**Why six days? Because that is all the tides will allow. After the 29th, the tides 
get difficult to work with. 

  
Guests need to arrive in Prince Rupert one day in advance of the trip departure date.  
 
Guests must plan to spend an additional night in Prince Rupert on the last day of the 
trip. You can take the 13:10 Air Canada flight to Vancouver the next day.  
 
 
 

https://www.timirvin.com/wolves-of-the-great-bear-rainforest/
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Group size:  
 
No more than 6 guests. We will be in a remote location and have never encountered 
any other people while we are out there, other than boats sailing by in the distance. 
 
Camp / Accommodations 
  
Our camp is designed to put us in prime wolf territory for the duration of the expedition, 
which is the key to success. 
 
The conditions on these expeditions are rustic and not for everybody. The food is good, 
but not gourmet, and is sometimes more basic depending on who the cook is that 
year. Notice I call them "wolf expeditions" versus "spirit bear tours" on my 
website. There is a reason for that. It is a wilderness camping trip. All the guests sleep 
in a communal plywood cabin that is equipped with bunks. We eat in a separate cabin 
or boat. The camp is set up on two big flat-bottomed boats. Two other boats are also 
tied up alongside for the crew. 
 
As mentions on our website, previous guests have said these expeditions feel more like 
being on assignment with National Geographic, rather than being on a typical photo 
tour. We love that! 
  
Our camp set up has evolved a lot over the years. The pictures from 2022 
in this Google Drive Folder will give you an idea of how it works. In the bunkhouse there 
are bunks with privacy curtains for all guests and shelving for gear. The main sleeping 
cabin was completely rebuilt in 2022 and is much more comfortable than previous 
years. There have been many other updates to make the camp more comfortable. 
These images will give you a basic idea of what to expect, although we make changes 
and upgrades to the camp every season. 
  
You’ll see that at low tide, camp is actually on the ground so we can simply walk off the 
boats and go look for wolves. At high tide the camp is afloat we tend to travel by small  
zodiac and/or come back to the boats to eat, relax, and (hopefully) download images 
etc.  Our camp is on boats to consolidate the human presence and reduce our impact 
on the wolves. The only good place to put a tent on land is in a wolf travel corridor. This 
is why we do not allow people to bring their own tents - it is simply too much of an 
imposition on the animals.  
 
Finally, we do have a gas-powered heat-on-demand shower. Most people generally use 
it once per trip. 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DRWLBdQnhf6TTND49J9Jw4C0dBuNN86b
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Guiding team: 
 
Our guiding team for these expeditions consists of Marven, and either Tim or one of the 
amazing guides from the Wildlife Journeys guiding team.  
 
Fitness required: 
  
The most important thing is that people need to have good balance and agility to ensure 
they do not trip or hurt themselves while walking around the boats as there are many 
tripping hazards. If you are unsteady on your feet and have poor balance, this trip is not 
a good fit for you. We are a long way from help if someone gets hurt. If you are 
uncertain about whether this trip is suitable for you, please contact Tim to discuss in 
more detail (contact information is below). 
  
Most of the walking when we are out looking for wolves is on flat even terrain, and we 
typically don’t walk more than 2-4 km – and often much less.  
 
However, sometimes we explore further afield – especially if we are having difficulty 
finding wolves. This can require some bushwhacking, walking through dense forests  
and/or spongy bogs or creeks with slippery rocks. These forays are more challenging 
and may not be for everybody. But it is also not necessary for all participants to join 
these hikes. They are just a way to explore the area more fully and, on some trips, when 
wolf sightings are common, we forgo these hikes for more time with the wolves.  
 
We have hosted people from 19-75 years of age on these trips and generally the 
walking is much easier than on our spirit bear tours (which at its very worst can look like 
this) But since this is a camping trip, comfort in the outdoors and a wilderness setting is 
important.   
 
Lens recommendations: 
 
Not surprisingly, most of the images we get are with long lenses in the 500-600mm 
range.  Some guests also use teleconverters.  I typically use a 500mm lens and 
sometimes use a 1.4 X teleconverter. But I also keep a 100-400mm handy for wider 
shots, or in case we get lucky and have a close encounter. I bring a 24-105mm for 
landscape photography. Some people choose to rent a long lenses if they don’t have 
one. 
 
You can see some examples of wolf images from previous trips on our website.    
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.timirvin.com/team/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdEP_LwZHvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdEP_LwZHvU
https://www.timirvin.com/wolves-of-the-great-bear-rainforest/
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Final thoughts: 
  
When things go well on these trips - some truly amazing things are possible. Tim 
dreamed of organizing a coastal wolf expedition for years before joining forces with 
Marven to make it work. The potential for intimate encounters with coastal wolves in a 
wild and remote location that few people ever visit is a unique opportunity you won’t find 
elsewhere else in the Great Bear Rainforest. These expeditions are a true wildlife 
adventure in our books.  
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with Tim: 613-915-8083, 
tim@wildlifejourneys.ca 


