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Trip Information ~ Spirit Bears  
 
Wildlife Journeys is Tim’s company name. It appears on all invoices and receipts. 

Here is a checklist of things you must complete before your trip: 
 
__ Review trip details on Tim’s website and in the trip FAQs    
     Complete and sign the Medical Form and Waiver.  
__ Purchase trip cancellation and medical insurance 
__ Familiarize yourself with location of the Port Interpretive Centre where you   
     will meet your water taxi skipper the morning of your departure to Hartley Bay 

__ Apply for eTA to travel in Canada, if necessary (see below). 
 
*You may complete this form when you make your final payment. 

 
Note: To secure your spot, medical forms and waivers must be completed when 
you pay your deposit. It only takes a few minutes.  If your medical information 
changes between this date and your trip departure, you are responsible for 
informing us. Your participation in activities may be restricted at your guide’s 
discretion if your medical conditions compromise your safety or the safety of 
others.  
 
Electronic Travel Authorization for Canada 
 
If you are not Canadian or American, or do not have a valid Canadian travel visa, 
you need Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA) to travel to Canada. Most 
applications are approved within minutes and it only costs $7.  
 
Vancouver to Prince Rupert Flights 
 
You need to arrive in Prince Rupert the day before your trip begins. For example, 
if your trip is Sept 9-13, you must arrive in Prince Rupert on Sept 8, or earlier if 
you prefer.  
 
Air Canada offers two daily flights from Vancouver to Prince Rupert every day of 
the week (Flight # AC8278 at 08:50 and Flight #AC8280 at 15:30).  
 
It is recommended to take the 08:50 flight, rather than the 15:30 flight if you are 
arriving in Prince Rupert on the last day before your water taxi to Hartley Bay. 
Fog in September and October has caused flight cancellations in the past, putting 
people at risk of missing their water taxi connection to Hartley Bay the next day. 

http://www.timirvin.com/spirit-bear-tours/
https://www.timirvin.com/tour-faqs/
https://www.timirvin.com/forms/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/215+Cow+Bay+Rd,+Prince+Rupert,+BC+V8J+1A2/@54.3189913,-130.3220963,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x5472d5696e3bca03:0x6ab9bee14d7ef117!8m2!3d54.3189913!4d-130.3199076
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta.asp


 

Arriving in Prince Rupert:  
 
Prince Rupert is on Kaien Island. The Prince Rupert Airport is on adjacent Digby 
Island. There is a free shuttle bus and ferry service that takes all passengers 
from the airport to a terminal beside the Prestige Prince Rupert Hotel in 
downtown Prince Rupert. If you are staying elsewhere Skeena Taxi can take you 
to your hotel (250-624-2185). Note – Skeena Taxi only takes cash.  
 
Return flights to Vancouver: 
 
Your water taxi from Hartley Bay will arrive in Prince Rupert between 14:30 to 
15:30, depending on the weather.  
 
Air Canada has recently changed their evening flight to Vancouver (Flight # 
AC8281) to 17:50. The airport shuttle bus for this flight leaves downtown Prince 
Rupert at 16:00. If there is any delay in the water taxi, this will be a tight 
connection. Due to the unpredictability of the weather, and arrival time back in 
Prince Rupert, we recommend you plan to stay in Prince Rupert the last night of 
your trip and take the 11:10 flight (#AC8279) the following morning. 
 
Prince Rupert Accommodations: 
While not an exhaustive list, here are a few ideas for accommodations in Prince 
Rupert: 

• The Eagle Bluff Bed & Breakfast is located right by the town docks, in the 
small “tourist district.” It is a lovely and modest spot that serves a great 
breakfast overlooking the ocean:  

• Tall Trees Bed and Breakfast is also good, but it is a bit further away:  

• The Pioneer Guesthouse (i.e. Hostel) is the most cost-effective place to 
stay in town. Private rooms with an ensuite bathroom are available. 

If you'd prefer a proper hotel instead of a Bed and Breakfast, here are some 
suggestions: 
 

• The Crest Hotel  - 4 Stars and an in-house restaurant 

• The Prestige Prince Rupert Hotel  - 3 stars and a continental breakfast 

• The Inn on the Harbour - 3 Stars and a continental breakfast 

These Trip Advisor reviews may help you decide which accommodations are 
best for you.   
 

http://eaglebluff.ca/
http://www.talltreesbedbreakfast.com/
https://www.pioneerhostel.com/
http://www.cresthotel.bc.ca/
http://princeruperthotel.com/
http://www.innontheharbour.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Hotels-g154939-Prince_Rupert_British_Columbia-Hotels.html


 

Prince Rupert: 
 
You can find a few points of interest in Prince Rupert on this Google Map. Click 
on the pins for more information.  
 
If you have the time, I recommend a trip to Cowpuccino’s followed by a visit to 
the Museum of Northern BC and a stroll around the docks. If you’re eager to 
experience some temperate rainforest, then go for a hike on the Butze Rapids 
trail. It is a five km taxi trip to the trailhead, but there is also local bus service as 
described in this government brochure. The trail itself is 5 km (1.5 hours) and will 
take you through some lovely old forests, coastal wetlands and interesting forest 
bogs.   
 
If you have more time, some guests really enjoy a trip to the North Pacific 
Cannery National Historic Site. The history of the salmon canneries on the BC 
coast is fascinating. Public transportation is available and departs from the 
Museum of Northern BC in Prince Rupert.  
 
Water Taxi to Hartley Bay: 
 
After you get settled in your hotel, please familiarize yourself with the 
location of Cowpuccino’s coffee shop on the Google map above.  You will meet 
your skipper outside the coffee shop the morning of your departure to Hartley 
Bay. The water taxi dock is walking distance (about 200 m) from the coffee shop. 
If you need assistance with your luggage, the skipper will help you.  
 
We will confirm the time of water taxi departure before your trip begins.  
 
The travel time between Prince Rupert and Hartley Bay approximately 3 hours in 
good weather. However, bad weather can cause delays. This, of course, is 
sometimes unavoidable and is the reality of travel to remote locations in this part 
of the world.  
 
Communications: 
 
Should friends or family need to contact you while we are in Hartley Bay, the best 
way to do so is by calling Marven’s wife, Teri Robinson, at 1-778-884-
2700.  There is cellular access in Hartley Bay itself, but service depends on your 
cell phone provider. For emergencies you will be welcome to use Tim or 
Marven’s phones.  The Guesthouse has a WIFI connection for email 
communications.  
 
Hartley Bay: 
Lastly, please note that as Hartley Bay is a dry community, alcohol is not 
permitted. Our meals will not include alcoholic beverages. Please respect the 
community’s decision to keep their community alcohol free. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?hl=en&mid=1NDfM28J1fqdi9knxxwMFJYxo7jrWtcvv&ll=54.318084988011265%2C-130.3187781585964&z=17
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DCO/external/!publish/RecSitesTrails/SIGN_MAKER_RESOURCES/Brouchure_Examples/Butze_Rapids_Brochure_final.pdf
http://www.northpacificcannery.ca/
http://www.northpacificcannery.ca/
http://www.northpacificcannery.ca/visitor-info-2/getting-here/
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Packing List ~ Spirit Bears  
 
Consider this list as a guideline for the most important items for a Great Bear 
Rainforest trip. Each of you will have other items you may wish to add to this list.  
 
Footwear: 
 

• You must have some kind of waterproof footwear. We will be getting in 
and out of boats at the water’s edge and walking through shallow streams. 
In addition, trails are often muddy and wet. 

• Knee high rubber boots are the simplest and most cost-effective solution. 
This is what Tim has used for years and years. The higher the boots, the 
better.  

 
Here is an example of an appropriate boot: 
 

 
 
 
These one is made by Baffin and they cost about $65 – but any similar 
boot will be just fine.  

https://www.baffin.com/collections/rubber/products/80550000
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Here are two examples of lighter weight options that pack down nicely: 
 
 

 
 

Both of these boots can be ordered from Mountain Equipment Co-op. The brown 
ones on the left are about $70 and the boots on the right are about $145.  
 

Again, these are just examples, so you have an idea of what kind of boots are 
best and what options are out there.  The most important thing is that they boots 
are tall and comfortable for you.   
 
Other footwear options 

• Hiking boots alone are not a good substitute for rubber boots. If you feel 
you really need the ankle support of hiking boots, then we recommend 
getting a pair of Neos overshoes to help keep you dry.  
 
There are times when you may get wet feet with rubber boots or hiking 
boots with Neos (i.e. water over the top of your boots). If you think this will 
make you very uncomfortable and unhappy, then consider these options: 

 

• If you own, or can borrow, a pair of breathable waders and wading boots 
(or just a pair of old running shoes that you don’t mind getting wet) that 
you can walk in and wear comfortably all day, then they can be a great 
solution. As a bonus you won’t need to bring additional rain pants. Here is 
an example.  

 
 
 

https://www.mec.ca/en/product/5053-095/Shoreline-Boots
https://www.mec.ca/en/product/5053-095/Shoreline-Boots
https://www.mec.ca/en/product/5061-332/Rain-Boots
https://www.overshoesneos.com/Neos_Adventurer_Overshoe.html
https://www.basspro.com/shop/en/white-river-fly-shop-classic-stocking-foot-waders-for-men
https://www.basspro.com/shop/en/white-river-fly-shop-classic-stocking-foot-waders-for-men


 

Footwear continued… 
 

• Dry pants with build-in waterproof socks. This is what Tim uses now and 
he loves them. They are a bit less bulky than chest waders to wear, and 
pack down smaller than waders or rubber boots. Lastly, they double as 
rain pants. Here is more affordable option. Tim just wears an old – and 
large-fitting - pair of low-cut hiking shoes, wading boots or old running 
shoes with them  

• Also bring second pair of comfortable footwear for around Hartley Bay. 
Shoes are better than sandals in Sept and Oct. 

 
 
Other Clothing: 
 

• A good rain jacket and rain pants are essential. If you are not sure if your 
rain gear is waterproof, put it on in the shower for a few minutes to test it   

• A small, cheap collapsible umbrella can also provide much added comfort 
if we get stuck in a downpour while waiting for bears to appear.  Black is 
the best colour to reduce our human presence. 

• Light and heavy warm layers (Note: please avoid cotton as it doesn't dry 
quickly, or keep you warm when wet. Wool layers are excellent. Fleece 
and other synthetic garments are also very good) 

• Suitable long outdoor pants (e.g. tough quick-dry nylon pants are best). 
Avoid cotton pants and jeans.    

• Long-underwear layers (top and bottom). Merino wool or synthetic 
materials recommended.  

• One hat for sun and one for cold 

• Warm sweater 

• Warm jacket 

• Gloves or mittens 

• Swim suit 
 
Personal items: 
 

• Sunglasses 

• Spare eyeglasses and contact lenses 

• Personal toiletries  

• Personal medications labeled clearly. Consider bringing Gravol if you are 
susceptible to seasickness, as we will spend time in boats  

• Sun block 

• A book for pleasure reading, or a notebook for sketching or taking notes 

• A backpack to carry camera gear and personal items into the field 

• Small water bottle 

• Binoculars 
 

https://www.patagonia.com/product/mens-swiftcurrent-wading-pants/82345.html
https://www.cabelas.ca/product/74355/cabelas-premium-breathable-stockingfoot-waders-with-4most-dry-plus-waist-high
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Personal gear continued… 

 

• A small amount of bug spray (form fitting gloves to keep bugs off your 
hands while still allowing you to operate your camera can be handy)  

• If you think you’d like the security of a walking stick, you can bring a 
collapsible model or we can find you one in the forest 

• A small leak-proof thermos mug if you want to bring a hot cup of tea or 
coffee with you for the day 

 
Camera gear: 
 

• Cameras that perform well in low light are best  

• Most people use lenses in the 100-500 mm range most commonly. But 
wider lenses, from 16-100 mm are also useful for close encounters and for 
landscape shots. 

• Be sure to bring memory cards, batteries and your battery chargers.  

• For our international guests, don’t forget to bring a 120 Volt converter for 
your electronic devices and plug adaptors for North American sockets. 

• Be sure to have a way to carry your camera gear and keep it dry (e.g. a 
waterproof pack or water-resistant camera bag with a good waterproof 
pack cover). Backpacks are preferable to Pelican cases because they are 
easier to carry over rough trails 

• Consider bringing extra lens cloths in individual zip-loc bags so you always 
have a dry cloth to clean any water droplets from your lenses  

• We often bring a small towel to wipe water off our camera and lens bodies 

• You may want to consider getting a $9 silica pack to put in your camera 
bag to absorb moisture 

• A plastic or nylon lens cover can be an essential piece of gear when it is 
raining but there is lots of wildlife action 

 
Lastly, and most importantly, please bring your enthusiasm and appreciation for 
wildlife, natural beauty and First Nations’ culture. As with any wildlife trip, it is 
always an asset to bring along a good dose of patience and an ability to 
appreciate your surroundings. 
 
 
Scroll down for a sample itinerary… 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/242571-REG/Pelican_1500_500_000_Silica_Gel.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Rain-Capes-Covers-Slickers/ci/3313/N/4075788778
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Sample Itinerary ~ Spirit Bears 
 
This is a hypothetical itinerary for a 5-Day trip, September 5-9.  It will simply give 
you an idea of the structure of our tours.  Specific daily activities will vary 
depending on wildlife activity, weather and tides. For 7-Day trips, simply add two 
more days of wildlife viewing and photography (Days 5 and 6). 
 
Sept 4 
 
All guests must arrive in Prince Rupert (earlier if you prefer). The last flight of the 
day is not recommended to avoid problems with delays or cancellations.   
 
Sept 5 (Day 1 of trip) 
 
Guests have breakfast at their hotels and bring all their luggage to meet the 
water taxi Skipper outside of Cowpuccino’s Coffee Shop at 25 Cow Bay Road.  
 
Approximate meeting time is 07:00 or 07:30 am – to be determined in advance of 
your trip. It is a three-hour trip to Hartley Bay.  
 
Upon arrival, guests are greeted at the docks by local staff and Wildlife Journeys 
guides and taken to the Guesthouse for an orientation and lunch.  
 
After lunch we will load ourselves and camera gear onto one of Marven’s boats 
and spend the afternoon and early evening in the field searching for spirit bears 
and other wildlife.  
 
We will return to Hartley Bay for dinner between 7:00 and 8:00pm. 
 
Sept 6, 7 and 8 (Days, 2, 3 and 4) 
 
Breakfast will be at 7:00 am each morning. We will depart from the dock at 8:00.  
 
Each guest will be provided with a packed lunch.  
 
We will spend all day in the field searching for spirit bears and other wildlife. Each 
day we will pick a river valley with a salmon stream that will give us the best 
opportunities and we will spend the day there.  
 
We will return to Hartley Bay for dinner between 7:00 and 8:00 pm each evening. 



 

Sept 9 (Day 5) 
 
Breakfast at 7:00 am.  
 
Guests should pack up their luggage first thing in the morning. We will then go for 
a walk around the village.  This will give guests the opportunity to photograph 
some local totem poles and other native artwork, and also take an interpretive 
walk with their guide along a boardwalk to a nearby lake.   
 
We will return to the Guesthouse in time to get our luggage to the dock to meet 
the water taxi at approximately 10:30. All guests will have a packed lunch for the 
return trip to Prince Rupert.  
 
The water taxi will arrive in Prince Rupert between 14:30 and 15:30.   
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